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theory, and It seems to me to be a valuable con-
tribution to the discussion of the origin of society.
It would give me great pleasure to know what you
think of it. . . .

. . . Before publication, I feel it very desirable
to come to England, and talk things over with you
and with Lewes, Mill, and Huxley. I should also
like to secure an English copyright on the book.
Always desirous of seeing you more than any one
else in the world, I now feel that I can make " busi-
ness " a legitimate excuse for leaving home for a
few weeks. If I can possibly bring it about, I shall
sail for England early in the spring.

In reply to your kind inquiries after my health
and private circumstances, I may say, figuratively,
that to the strength of a gorilla and the appetite
of a wolf, I add the capacity for sleep of a Rip van
Winkle. Having a wife and little daughter and
three little sons to take care of, and having a strong
"gout du bien-etre," not to call it a taste for luxury, I
may find it rather hard to get on. Still, I find that
literary work pays better than I ever expected it
would.. This is partly due to the generosity of Mr.
Man ton Marble, proprietor of the "New York
World/' who has always given me unstinted space
in his columns, and paid me at high rates.

Rumour tells me that you are in better health
than usual, and ready to proceed rapidly with your
work. I am getting very impatient to see the " So-
ciology," and the rapid appearance of the last four
numbers of the ^Psychology" I have hailed with
unseemly and barbaric laughs of exultation. One
of my dearest hopes is to see you finish the whole
work, and then go back and insert the unwritten
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